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Abstract 

Enugu State of Nigeria has seventeen (17) Local Government Areas. Within 
these rural areas, there are categories. Children in extreme rural areas are 
facing challenges in their primary education that militate against effective 
and successful implementation of sustainable primary education in Nigeria. 
This paper adopted descriptive survey design. Two research questions guided 
the study. The target population was 10,415 primary school teachers out of 
which 1,050 were randomly sampled and used. Relevant literature was 
reviewed. Researcher-made but validated questionnaire was used in data 
collection which were analysed. Based on the findings, it was discovered that 
primary school pupils face the challenges of cultural practices, parental 
poverty and illiteracy, difficult terrain among others. Girls and physically 
challenged pupils suffer these challenges more than boys and the healthy 
children. Based on the findings, recommendations were made and 
conclusions drawn. 
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Primary education is the foundation of education in Nigeria. Any person that is 
said to be educated must have passed through primary education (Ogba, 2011). It is 
education given to children between ages 0-12 years and the recipient graduates with 
First School Leaving certificate. The objectives of primary education according to 
National Policy on Education (NPE) Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN) (2013) are to; 
• Inculcate permanent literacy, numeracy; and the ability to communicate 
effectively; 
• Lay a sound basis for scientific, critical and reflective thinking; 
• Promote patriotism, fairness, understanding and national unity; 
• Instil morals and values in the child; 
• Develop in the child the ability to adapt to the changing environment; 
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• Provide opportunities for the child to develop life manipulatives skills that will 
enable the child function effectively in the society within the limit of the child’s 
capacity. 

In order to achieve these laudable objectives, the Federal Government of 
Nigeria has put in place several policies/programmes. Before 1976, education policy 
was still largely shaped by the colonial policy of the British Colonial period. In 1976, 
the Universal Primary Education (UPE) programme was declared. This programme 
faced many challenges and was revised in 1981, 1989, up till 2013. The Universal 
Basic Education (UBE) came as a replacement of the UPE and intended to enhance the 
success of the first years of schooling i.e. primary education. The UBE involves the 6 
years of primary school education and 3 years of Junior Secondary School education 
culminating in 9 years of uninterrupted schooling and transition from one class to 
another is automatic and rather determined through continuous assessment. The 
scheme is monitored by Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) and has 
made it “free”, “compulsory” and a right of every child. 

Adesina in Ogba (2011) stated that there have been many reviews in the 
programmes and policies of primary education in Nigeria since the time of voluntary 
agencies. These reviews were made to better the lot of primary education in the 
country. 

Despite the reviews in policy and programmes in the education system of 
Nigeria, primary school pupils in the rural areas face a lot of challenges. These 
challenges include poor funding, human resources, natural factors, politics, culture, 
inadequate facilities, and poor terrain, among others. 
Funding according to Ngwu, Otegbulu & Eze (2017) has been a recurring challenge in 
school administration. United Nations Education and Scientific Organization 
(UNESCO) recommendation is that at least 26% of a nation’s budget should be 
committed to education. Nigeria’s budget allocation to education has been below half 
of UNESCO’s recommendation. Assess to education for children everywhere require 
sufficient fund especially those in rural areas. Inadequate funds affect both the teachers 
and the pupils and the parents. Many parents in the rural areas cannot afford their 
children’s school fees no matter how meagre the fees may be. Funding is a serious 
challenge in educating pupils in Enugu State especially those in rural-rural areas. 

Human resources in primary schools are the head teachers, the classroom 
teachers, the pupils, the security men and women, the nurses and others as may be 
employed by the government. Teachers most of the time reject their posting to schools 
in rural areas. The Federal Government of Nigeria since the National Policy on 
Education 2004, stipulated teacher-student ratio in primary education as 1;35. A visit 
to some rural schools revealed that in some schools the number of teachers range from 
4-6 including the head teachers for the whole school. Pupils’ attendance to schools are 
affected by many factors like market days, especially the girls who assist their mothers 
in carrying agricultural products to the market. Farming seasons also affect attendance 
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for both boys and girls who follow their parents to farm. In rural-rural areas 90% of the 
parents are illiterate and this affects the pupils negatively as only few parents regard 
education as important. There is even high dropout rate among the pupils. Girls drop 
out of schools to get married while boys go in search of quick money to help parents in 
the family upkeep. These negative attitude of the human resources in education 
constitute challenges to educating children. No matter how well a policy is formulated, 
unless the implementation is well articulated and coordinated, the policy is bound to 
fail (Nwangwu, 2003). 

Natural factors like the bad terrain is also another big challenge. Some areas 
are difficult to assess due to their land terrain. Some areas are hilly or mountainous, 
whereas others are swampy and water logged. In some rural areas in Enugu state, 
teachers and pupils do not attend school when there is heavy rainfall because the road 
would be waterlogged and some local bridges collapse. 

School environment determines to a large extent the tone and performance of 
the school and must be very attractive. Most schools in rural and rural-rural areas in 
Enugu state are in dilapidated shape. Visits to some schools revealed the poor nature of 
the primary schools. Villagers use these schools during harvest to spread their crops 
like groundnuts, melon, maize, cassava, etc. Their practice of free range livestock 
rearing allow animals like goats and cows to take shelter in the classrooms when it 
rains or under scorching sunshine since most of these schools have no perimeter fence 
and no doors to the classrooms. This poor environment is more in the locations 
classified as rural-rural areas which are characterised by absence of basic facilities 
such as motorable roads, electricity, pipe borne water, government offices, police 
station, post office, hospital, banks, shops etc. The people here are real villagers who 
are mainly famers. Lucky areas may have one or two churches. The inhabitants live in 
thatched houses. Educating children in this kind of environment is a nightmare that 
may be difficult to realise. 

Findings of a study on facility needs of 125 Government Primary Schools in 
Imo state by Asiabaka & Mbakwem (2008) showed that most of the schools sampled 
lacked basic facilities such as electricity supply, telephone, public water supply, 
science corners, computers, libraries, musical equipment, modern toilets, modern 
refuse disposal facilities. The researcher assessed challenges faced by primary school 
pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. The state has 17 local government areas with a 
total number of 1,205 primary schools and 10,415 teachers. The schools and teachers 
according to the Local Governments are shown in Table 1.  
Most of these schools are in the rural areas that pose certain challenges to the 
education of pupils in the area. The researcher investigated the challenges faced by 
primary school pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. 
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Purpose of the Study 
The main purpose of this study was to assess the challenges faced by primary school 
pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. Specifically, the study investigated: 
1. The nature of the challenges faced by the primary school pupils in rural areas 
of Enugu State. 
2. The extent these challenges affect the education of rural children of Enugu 
State. 
 
Table 1: List of Local Government Areas and their Primary Schools 
S/
N 

Local Govt. Areas Number of 
Primary Schools 

Number of Teachers Total Number 
of Teachers 

Males Females 

1 Aninri 70 146 413 559 

2 Awgu 73 53 545 598 

3 Enugu East 65 58 809 867 

4 Enugu North 54 32 690 722 

5 Enugu South 38 28 700 728 

6 Ezeagu 80 102 427 529 

7 Igbo-Etiti 59 216 382 548 

8 Igbo-Eze North 119 289 561 850 

9 Igbo-Eze South 46 111 304 415 

10 Isi-Uzo 72 186 219 405 

11 Nkanu East 69 56 524 632 

12 Nkanu West 52 108 349 405 

13 Nsukka 116 234 753 987 

14 Orji-River 68 41 427 468 

15 Udenu 72 171 358 529 

16 Udi 90 65 681 746 

17 Uzo-Uwani 62 179 248 427 

 TOTAL 1,205 2,075 8,340 10,415 

 
 SOURCE: Field Study by the Researcher 2017. Universal Basic Education 
Commission Enugu 2017 
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Research Questions 
Two research questions guided the study; 
1. How do teachers perceive the challenges faced by primary school pupils in 
rural areas of Enugu State? 
2. To what extent do these challenges affect the education of pupils in rural areas 
of Enugu State? 
 
Method 

The study adopted descriptive research design. Descriptive research design 
seeks the views and opinions of a part or all of a population and describes the findings. 
This design is also concerned with gathering of data at a particular point in time with 
the intention of knowing the nature of already existing conditions or identifying 
standards against which these conditions can be compared or determined (Isangedighi, 
Joshua, Asim & Ekuri, 2004). This design was suitable for the study because data was 
collected from a population of primary school teachers in rural areas of Enugu state on 
the challenges faced by primary school pupils. 
 
Area of Study 
The study was conducted in Enugu State. The state has 17 Local Government Areas. 
These Local Government Areas comprise of urban, rural and rural-rural areas that pose 
certain challenges in educating children in the state. Enugu state is bounded by 
Anambra, Abia, Benue, Ebonyi and Kogi States. It is located in the south east 
geopolitical zone of Nigeria. 
 
Population of the Study 
The population of the study comprised the 1,205 primary schools and 10,415 primary 
school teachers in Enugu State. These teachers are made up of 2,075 males and 8,340 
females 
 
Sample and Sampling Technique 
The schools were stratified according to Local Government Areas and the researcher 
used purposive sampling technique to select 120 primary schools and 1,050 teachers 
for the study. 
 
Instruments for Data Collection 
The instrument for data collection was structured questionnaire developed by the 
researcher. She also collected data through personal interviews with teachers using 
check list 
Part A of the questionnaire was used to elicit information on the teachers’ personal bio 
data while Part B which was divided into 2 sections according to the research 
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questions elicited responses from the respondents on the assessment of the challenges 
faced by primary school pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. 
 
Method of Data Collection 
The researcher first visited and consulted the head teachers whose schools were used 
for the study. These head teachers briefed the teachers on the days the researcher 
would want to distribute the questionnaire. The researcher distributed the questionnaire 
and later collected them from the respondents. During her visit she interviewed some 
of them using interview check list 
 
Method of Data Analysis 
Responses for the research question 1 were rated on a four-point modified rating scales 
of Strongly Agree (SA) 4, Agree (A) 3, Disagree (D) 2, Strongly Disagree (SD) 1, 
whereas research question 2 was rated thus: Very High Extent (VHE) 4, High Extent 
(HE) 3, Low Extent (LE) 2, and Very Low Extent (VLE) 1. The decision rule was that 
any item with mean score of 2.50 and above were accepted as posing challenges to the 
education of primary school pupils in Enugu State. 
 
Results 
Table 2: Mean Responses of Teachers on the Nature of Challenges Faced in 
Educating Primary School Pupils of Enugu State 

S/N Items ͞͞x Decision 

1 Poor funding of primary schools 3.01 SA 

2 Socio-Economic status of parents 2.84 A 

3 Parental issues 3.07 SA 

4 
Cultural practices like masquerades, mourning period for the 
dead, etc. 

3.50 SA 

5 Local politics 2.53 A 

6 Shortage of Teachers 3.40 SA 

7 Inadequate Learning facilities 3.75 SA 

8 Poor Supervision by LGEAs 2.92 A 

9 Unfavourable seasons/bad weather 3.00 SA 
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10 Difficult terrain like hilly/mountainous/swampy areas 3.02 SA 

 GRAND MEAN 3.10  

 
From Table 2, all the responses in items 1-10 have mean score of 2.53-3.50 and a 
grand mean of 3.10 indicating all the respondents agreed that all the factors listed pose 
challenges in educating primary school pupils in rural areas of Enugu State of Nigeria. 
 
Table 3: Mean Ratings of Extent of Challenges Faced in Educating Primary 
School Pupils in Rural Areas of Enugu State of Nigeria 

S/N Items ͞͞x Decision 

1 Poor funding of primary schools 3.01 VGE 

2 Socio-Economic status of parents 2.60 GE 

3 Parental issues 2.70 GE 

4 
Cultural practices like masquerades, mourning period 
for the dead, etc. 

2.50 GE 

5 Local politics 2.47 LE 

6 Shortage of Teachers 3.25 VGE 

7 Inadequate Learning facilities 3.15 VGE 

8 Poor Supervision by LGEAs 2.50 GE 

9 Bad weather/unfavourable season 2.40 LE 

10 Difficult terrain like hilly/mountainous/swampy areas 2.32 LE 

 GRAND MEAN 2.69  

 
The result in table 3 indicates that items 5, 9 and 10 with mean scores below 2.50 do 
not pose great challenges to some rural areas in educating primary school pupils. Items 
1, 6 and 7 with mean scores of 3.01, 3.25 and 3.15 respectively pose very great 
challenges to educating primary school pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. Items 2, 3, 
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4 and 8 with mean scores of 2.60, 2.70, 2.50 and 2.50 respectively pose great threat to 
educating primary school pupils in rural areas of Enugu State of Nigeria. 
 
Discussion 

Research question 1 identified the nature of challenges facing primary school 
pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. The result indicated that all the factors listed pose 
challenges to educating pupils in rural areas of Enugu State. There was consensus 
agreement by all the respondents that poor funding, parental issues, shortage of human 
resources, and inadequate learning facilities with mean scores above 3.00 strongly 
affect teaching and learning in rural areas of Enugu. This finding is in line with the 
study carried out by Adewunmi, Awoyinfe & Kolawole (2011) which states that many 
government schools lack good facilities. Adewunmi et al also observed that basic 
education level is being underrated forgetting that this is the foundation of education. 
They also identified that primary school teachers do not discharge their duties to the 
best of their abilities because of poor supervision and this is in agreement with item 8 
with mean score of 2.92. 

Furthermore, the mean rating on the extent of challenges faced by primary 
school pupils in rural areas of Enugu State indicated that 7 out of the 10 items 
challenged education of children in rural areas to a great extent. Only items 3, 9 and 10 
have mean score below 2.50 which indicate that not all rural areas have problem of 
swampy, hilly/mountainous terrain. 
The findings of this study suggest that decisive action by all the stakeholders in 
education be taken to alleviate these challenges faced by pupils in rural areas of Enugu 
State. 
 
Conclusion 
This study investigated the challenges faced by primary school pupils in rural areas of 
Enugu State. From the findings, it was discovered that poor funding, parental issues, 
cultural practices, shortage of human resources, natural factors among others pose 
great challenge to teaching and learning in rural areas of Enugu State. Primary school 
being the foundation of education should not be underrated considering the objectives 
as stated in the NPE. 
 
Recommendations 
The following recommendations were made: 
1. The government should increase her budgetary allocation to education to 
alleviate the suffering of parents and enhance the provision of learning facilities in 
rural areas of the state. 
2. The social meal programme should be extended to rural areas and chairmen of 
local governments granted autonomy to manage the Federal allocation to primary 
schools. 
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3. Teachers posted to rural areas should be given incentives as an encouragement 
to stay in rural areas and be committed to their job. 
4. Accessible roads and bridges should be constructed and all the obsolete and 
dilapidated structures renovated.  
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